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Yosemite National Park
News Release

For Immediate Release

Tioga Road in Yosemite National Park
to Open on Wednesday, May 18
The Tioga Road in Yosemite National Park will open for all vehicular traffic
Wednesday, May 18, 2016, at noon. The Tioga Road, bounded on both sides by
State Highway 120, is the popular east-west crossing of the Sierra Nevada.
"We would like to thank all of our road crews, as well as our partners in Mono
County and Caltrans, for all of their hard work in clearing the road for the
opening tomorrow," stated Don Neubacher, Superintendent." Visitors are urged to
travel with caution, as there will be ongoing roadwork and the possibility of ice in
some places, especially in the early morning hours."
Snow and icy conditions may still exist on hiking trails at the higher elevations.
Visitors are urged to be prepared for snowy conditions and possible treacherous
stream crossings while hiking the backcountry in the early season. Vault toilets are
available in several locations along the road. Limited visitor services will be
available over the next several weeks. Additionally, late spring storms may change
the status of the road and cause temporary closures. For updated, 24-hour road
conditions, please call 209-372-0200 and follow the prompts.

All campgrounds along the Tioga Road remain closed. All commercial services,
including the Tuolumne Store, and Village Grill, are also closed. There are no
anticipated opening dates for any of these facilities at this time. The gas station in
Tuolumne Meadows is permanently closed and the nearest gas stations are Crane Flat
to the west and Lee Vining to the east.
Yosemite National Park celebrated its 125th Anniversary last year and is currently
celebrating its Centennial Anniversary with the National Park Service. The park
welcomes over four million visitors from all over the world each year and serves as a
strong economic engine for the region and local communities. Yosemite National
Park generates $535 million in economic benefit to the local region and directly
supports 6,261 jobs. The park is home to Yosemite Falls, the tallest waterfall in
North America, and iconic rock formations such as Half Dome and El Capitan. The
park also features approximately 90 different species of mammals and over 1500
species of plants.
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